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Day 1

Ash Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18

“But take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them.”

(Matthew 6:1a)

My Offering to God: I will anonymously do something kind for someone.

Day 2

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 9:22–25

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”

(Luke 9:23b)

My Offering to God: I will follow Christ daily, even when it is difficult to do so.

Day 3

Friday, February 27, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:14–15

“The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.”

(Matthew 9:15b)

My Offering to God: I will fast today and spend mealtime in prayer.

Day 4

Saturday, February 28, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 5:27–32

“‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’ Jesus said to them in reply, ‘Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but the sick do.’”

(Luke 5:30b–31)

My Offering to God: I will pray today for those condemned by others.

Weekly Reflection

“God has called us to serve the poor and those in need. The moments we are closest to God is when we give to others.”

Margarita, Dominican Republic

The more we share God’s love, the more we feel it. When we reach out to help our poorest brothers and sisters, we are all enriched.

Day 5

Sunday, March 1, 2009

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:12–15

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

(Mark 1:15)

My Offering to God: I will examine my life and ask God to forgive my sins.

Day 6

Monday, March 2, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31–46

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of Mine, you did for Me.”

(Matthew 25:40b)

My Offering to God: I will help feed a homeless person who goes unnoticed by the world.

Day 7

Tuesday, March 3, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:7–15

“If you forgive others their transgressions, your heavenly Father will forgive you.”

(Matthew 6:14)

My Offering to God: I will make peace with a friend or family member who has hurt me.

Day 8

Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 11:29–32

“…at the preaching of Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than Jonah here.”

(Luke 11:32b)

My Offering to God: I will rededicate my life to following Jesus.

Day 9

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 7:7–12

“Do to others whatever you would have them do to you.” 

(Matthew 7–12a)

My Offering to God: I will perform a kind deed for someone today.

Day 10

Friday, March 6, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:20–26

“…go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 

(Matthew 5:24b) 

My Offering to God: I will ask for forgiveness from someone I have wronged.

Day 11

Saturday, March 7, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:43–48

“…love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you…”

(Matthew 5:44b)

My Offering to God: I will pray for someone who has wronged me.

Weekly Reflection

“I pray to Jesus to help me. He’s my only strength. I pray that He’ll protect the people that help us to survive.”

Elena, Haiti

Life is full of challenges. When we pray to Jesus for help, we receive His holy strength, comfort and courage.

Day 12

Sunday, March 8, 2009

Gospel Reading: Mark 9:2–10

“This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him.” 

(Mark 9:7b)

My Offering to God: I will spend an hour today reading from Jesus’ teachings in the Gospels and meditating on them.

Day 13

Monday, March 9, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 6:36–38

“Give and gifts will be given to you.”

(Luke 6:38a)

My Offering to God: Today I will donate to the less fortunate.

Day 14

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 23:1–12

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”

(Matthew 23:12)

My Offering to God: Today I will put the needs of others before my own.

Day 15

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:17–28

“Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

(Matthew 20:28)

My Offering to God: I will thank the Lord for His sacrifice on my behalf.

Day 16

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 16:19–31

“There was a rich man who… dined sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor man… who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table.”

(Luke 16:19–21a)

My Offering to God: I will not eat between meals and I will send a gift to help feed the hungry.

Day 17

Friday, March 13, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33–43, 45–46

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”

(Matthew 21:42b)

My Offering to God: I will make Christ the foundation of my life.

Day 18

Saturday, March 14, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1–3, 11–32

“But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.”

(Luke 15:32)

My Offering to God: I will pray for those who are far from the Father.

Weekly Reflection

“Sometimes I get sad, but then I feel comfort when I ask God for our health and our children’s health. That’s a gift from God.”

Margarita, Nicaragua

When life seems dark and difficult, we can always take comfort in God’s infinite mercy and grace.

Day 19

Sunday, March 15, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 2:13–25

“While He was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, many began to believe in Him when they saw the signs He was doing.”

(John 2:23)

My Offering to God: I will rejoice that Christ’s miracles show He is the Son of God.

Day 20

Monday, March 16, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 4:24–30

“And He said, ‘Amen, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place.’”

(Luke 4:24)

My Offering to God: I will show respect for those who preach God’s word.

Day 21

Tuesday, March 17, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21–35

“‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”

(Matthew 18:21b–22, nasb)

My Offering to God: I will forgive those who have repeatedly offended me, just as Christ forgives me.

Day 22

Wednesday, March 18, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:17–19

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”

(Matthew 5:17)

My Offering to God: I’ll thank Jesus for being the perfect sacrifice the law required and the prophets foretold.

Day 23

Thursday, March 19, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 1:16, 18–21 or Luke 2:41–51a

“And He said to them, ‘Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?’”

(Luke 2:49)

My Offering to God: Today I will set aside an extra hour to study the Bible.

Day 24

Friday, March 20, 2009 

Gospel Reading: Mark 12:28–34

“The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.’”

(Mark 12:31)

My Offering to God: I will perform a kind deed for someone in need.

Day 25

Saturday, March 21, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:9–14

“O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”

(Luke 18:13b)

My Offering to God: I will thank God for His mercy to me in forgiving my sins.

Weekly Reflection

“I get on my knees to pray. I say, ‘Forgive us our sins for all that we do wrong. We know we’re all sinners and we know that Your Son died for us on the cross.’”

Abner, Haiti

God knows our faults and sees our flaws, yet He loves us unconditionally.

Day 26

Sunday, March 22, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 3:14–21

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 

(John 3:17)

My Offering to God: I will rejoice in God’s gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus.

Day 27

Monday, March 23, 2009 

Gospel Reading: John 4:43–54

“Jesus said to him, ‘You may go; your son will live.’ The man believed what Jesus said to him and left.”

(John 4:50)

My Offering to God: I will trust the Word of God to guide me.

Day 28

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 5:1–16

“‘Do you want to be well?’ The sick man answered Him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up…’”

(John 5:6b–7a)

My Offering to God: I will comfort someone who is sick.

Day 29

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26–38

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to Your word.”

(Luke 1:38b)

My Offering to God: I will accept and embrace God’s will and plan for my life.

Day 30

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 5:31–47

“The works that the Father gave Me to accomplish, these works that I perform testify on My behalf that the Father has sent Me.”

(John 5:36b)

My Offering to God: I will rejoice that Christ’s works and signs reveal that He is the Son of God.

Day 31

Friday, March 27, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 7:1–2, 10, 25–30

“…many of the crowd began to believe in Him, and said, ‘When the Messiah comes, will He perform more signs than this Man has done?’”

(John 7:31)

My Offering to God: I will thank God for the gift of faith.

Day 32

Saturday, March 28, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 7:40–53

“‘This is truly the Prophet.’ Others said, ‘This is the Messiah.’”

(John 7:40b–41a)

My Offering to God: Today, I will reflect on who Jesus is.

Weekly Reflection

“Without faith you can’t serve God. Faith builds you up. Without my faith in God, I couldn’t survive.”

Catherine, Jamaica

Faith gives us hope, courage and comfort in the most trying of times. With faith in God, we know we are not alone.

Day 33

Sunday, March 29, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 12:20–33

“Whoever serves Me must follow Me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me.”

(John 12:26)

My Offering to God: Today I will reflect on what it means to be a faithful servant of Christ.

Day 34

Monday, March 30, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 8:1–11

“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”

(John 8:7b)

My Offering to God: I will examine my own life when I’m tempted to condemn another.

Day 35

Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 8:21–30

“…I do nothing on My own, but I say only what the Father taught Me.”

(John 8:28b)

My Offering to God: Today I will strive to follow God’s Word rather than relying on myself.

Day 36

Wednesday, April 1, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 8:31–42

“If you remain in My word, you will truly be My disciples, and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 

(John 8:31b–42)

My Offering to God: I will read and study God’s Word daily.

Day 37

Thursday, April 2, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 8:51–59

“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever keeps My word will never see death.”

(John 8:51)

My Offering to God: I will trust Jesus’ words.

Day 38

Friday, April 3, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 10:31–32

“And many there began to believe in Him.”

(John 10:42)

My Offering to God: I will pray that those who are far from God will come to believe in Christ.

Day 39

Saturday, April 4, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 11:45–56

“… he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not only for the nation, but also to gather into one the dispersed children of God.”

(John 11:51b–52)

My Offering to God: I will reflect on Christ’s tremendous sacrifice of love for us.

Weekly Reflection

“I ask God for help for my children. When I pray, I feel comforted. I believe that God will help me now.”

Silvia, Guatemala

The power of prayer is amazing. Prayer can give us strength yet also provide us with a sense of peace. 

Day 40

Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009

Gospel Reading: Mark 11:1–10 or John 12:12–16

“…they took palm branches and went out to meet Him…”

(John 12:13a)

My Offering to God: I will welcome Jesus into my heart with renewed faith and reverence.

Day 41

Monday, April 6, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 12:1–11

“You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”

(John 12:8)

My Offering to God: I will serve Christ by giving a gift to the poor.

Day 42

Tuesday, April 7, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 13:21–33, 36–38

“…I say to you, the cock will not crow before you deny Me three times.”

(John 13:38b)

My Offering to God: I will have courage in witnessing my faith in Christ, even when there is opposition.

Day 43

Wednesday, April 8, 2009

Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:14–25 or John 11:1–45

“I say to you, one of you will betray Me.”

(Matthew 26:21b)

My Offering to God: I will reflect on the many times I have betrayed Jesus by not following His commands.

Day 44

Holy Thursday, April 9, 2009

Gospel Reading: Luke 4:16–21 or John 13:1–15

“Do you realize what I have done for you? You call Me  ‘Teacher’ and ‘Master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the Master and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet.”

(John 13:12b–14)

My Offering to God: Today I will humbly serve another person.

Day 45

Good Friday, April 10, 2009

Gospel Reading: John 18:1–19:42

“…He said, ‘It is finished.’ And bowing His head, He handed over the spirit.”

(John 19:30b)

My Offering to God: I will honor Christ’s great sacrifice by making sacrifices for others.

Day 46

Holy Saturday, April 11, 2009

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1–7

“He said to them, ‘Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; He is not here.’”

(Mark 16:6a)

My Offering to God: Today I will give thanks and praise to the Lord for all He has done for me.

Day 47

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2009

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1–7 or Luke 24:13–35 or John 20:1–9

“…they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that He was alive.”

(Luke 24:23b)

My Offering to God: I will rejoice in Christ’s victory over death and His gift of eternal life.
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